FORMATION PROCESS FOR A SPRED COMMUNITY OF FAITH

SPRED Mission Statement: To form small communities of faith





   To welcome persons with developmental and intellectual disabilities





   To foster inclusion in assemblies of worship

I. Form an adult community of faith 
A.  Meet with the pastor or member of the parish staff to discuss the project.  A SPRED resource person (community religious worker) may be involved at this meeting.

B.  Funding sources:
1. Parish account for SPRED

2. Knights of Columbus

3. Fundraising efforts of catechists/families
C. Six to Eight adults volunteers  (21+)

D. Appointment of a SPRED Parish Chairperson  (this can be done by the pastor or discerned during the formation process)
1. To identify children and adults from the parish with developmental disabilities and learning challenges

2. To lead recruitment efforts for volunteer catechists

3. To encourage observation of a SPRED session by potential catechists and parents

4. To encourage regular attendance at formation meetings

5. To assure that all catechists meet SPRED training requirements

6. To report to the pastor and his staff and parish council.  

II.   Prepare the community of catechists in the SPRED method of catechesis.  


Formation of a SPRED community relies on regular attendance at animation meetings as well as 
an observation of a SPRED session.  This formation process involves the following: 
A. Recruitment of the 8 volunteer catechists for the group – 6 will partner with the members with developmental disabilities
B. Sharing of information with potential volunteers, family members and care givers as they are ready to receive it.  
C. Making use of opportunities for observation, training and SPRED family Masses. Growth in an understanding of the endeavor and arrival at a comfort level and sense of when the group is ready to begin sessions.

D. Discernment of the age group that will be hosted in view of SPRED  in the vicariate/deanery     

E.  Discernment for a SPRED core team to partner in the leadership of the SPRED community:  

1. The Leader Catechist who will lead the catechesis

2.  The Activity Catechist to direct the preparation process for catechesis
3. The Parish Chairperson who is also a helper catechist
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